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From the Pastor’s Pen… 

Dear Friends, 

 To everything a season….  These words from 

Ecclesiastes have rung true throughout the genera-

tions, in many different times and spaces.  In this 

month of warmth and growth, we also find ourselves 

at the end of a season.   

 As we transition from spring into summer,   

Carla Spale, our custodian for the last four years, and 

Chris Peck, our traditional music director for three 

years, are ending their seasons in ministry with 

Eastridge Presbyterian.  We are very thankful for their 

dedication and value the many ways we have been 

gifted by their service to our congregation.  As Chris 

and Carla proceed on to new seasons and opportuni-

ties, we wish them well in their journeys.  As the ses-

sion, the personnel committee, and our employees 

move forward, the church is well prepared to pro-

gress through this transition.  This is true both in 

terms of having followed the church’s established pol-

icies and procedures for employment and in assuring 

that the responsibilities handled by Carla and Chris 

continue to be capably managed. 

 Two temporary positions have been initiated 

to address maintenance and cleaning through the end 

of July.  Mike Laughter will be at the church in the 

mornings to open the building for the day and do set 

ups.  He will also be providing maintenance.  Kim Dil-

ley will be cleaning the church in the evenings.  If you 

see Kim or Mike, please say hello!  The personnel com-

mittee will be seeking a permanent custodian in the 

near future. 

 As always, staff departures encourage us to 

examine whether opportunities are being presented 

to respond to our mission in more effective ways.  In 

our music ministry, we have been lead through prayer 

and conversation to make some adjustments to our 

staffing configuration.  I am excited that Patty Nie-

mann, our organist, has agreed to some increased re-

sponsibilities as our music coordinator.  In the coming 

days, we will be conducting a search for an adult choir 

director whose responsibilities will be the leadership 

of our Chancel Choir and Kirk Ringers.  We will also be 

filling a position for a director of children’s music min-

istry who will take on a range of responsibilities with 

our music ministry for children in kindergarten and 

above.  We hope to have these positions filled with 

both directors ready to begin August 1.  Amanda 

Rodell will continue with the Wee Singers, a group of 

some of our youngest developing musicians, and Will 

McGuire also continues as our leader of contemporary 

worship music. 

 As you know, good stewardship of our re-

sources is always a consideration in staffing.  The ses-

sion and committees are keeping this in mind, and the 

reconfiguration will actually result in a financial bene-

fit to the budget.  We are grateful for the support of 

the congregation and ask for your prayers for wisdom 

and discernment as our church leaders continue in the 

process of completing our staff. 

Blessings,  

Rev. Melodie Jones Pointon 
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 One generation commends your work 

to another, they tell of your mighty 

acts. (Psalm 145:4) 

Honestly, the decision to move to Nebraska was a stra-

tegic one: With my family living 5,000 miles away across 

the ocean, we wanted for our kids to grow up near their 

American grandparents. In the meantime we came to 

realize that even the 70 miles to Schuyler can be quite a 

stretch. Don’t get me wrong: Micah and Jonah adore 

their grandparents. And yet, it can be months before we 

see each other. 

This is one of the reasons I am thrilled that our kids love 

to come to church: there are just 

so many people who love to see 

them, and who express their care 

for them. In some way, Jonah 

and Micah have the chance to 

grow up with an extra dozen set 

of grandparents — which is pret-

ty awesome. 

“The church is the only agency in 

Western civilization which has all the members of the 

family as part of its clientele through the complete life 

cycle from birth to death,” Margaret Sawin writes in her 

book Family Enrichment with Family Clusters. She is 

right. In every other aspect of our culture, we are used 

to dividing people up: by age, by their specific life-style 

need, or by their personal interest. At church, however, 

we are still under one roof. There are some people who 

call this old fashioned. I believe it is in fact quite the op-

posite. If we embrace this as our strength, the church 

can offer something powerful and unique to a society 

which believes that we should do it all by ourselves: 

Church offers a sense of belonging to something greater 

than ourselves. Even more, this wider church family can 

be a great support for families and individuals. Not only 

do we make better use of our resources together, but 

our character grows by learning to get along with peo-

ple from different generations. Even more: All research 

on faith transmission points in one direction, by stress-

ing the crucial role families play to pass on faith to the 

next generations. As a multigenerational church family, 

we are supporting families in this challenge. Even more: 

we give ourselves as extended family to each other. We 

share each other’s spiritual journeys, we “grow each 

other up” in faith. 

These are just some reflections behind the proposal that 

was presented to and passed by session last month. The 

project called GiFT (for “Growing in Faith Together”) 

foresees a concerted effort to claim our multi-

generational church family as a strength. In many ways it 

is something we already do at 

Eastridge. What we want is to be 

even more intentional about devel-

oping these crucial relationships 

between members and genera-

tions that help us to Grow in Faith 

Together.  

As the fall program develops, you 

will notice a series of events that 

offer opportunity to do just that. In particular, on the 

second Sunday each month, beginning September, we 

want to worship, learn and serve (and eat!) together as 

a whole congregation.  

Call it old-fashioned if you will. It is counter-cultural, for 

sure. I am convinced, it is visionary. We are we are better 

off together. We are support to each other. And we 

grow each other up. Even more, I believe the vision to 

bring all generations together at its heart is deeply bibli-

cal. Take the Old Testament prophet Joel for instance 

who reminds us: Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a 

fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the people. Conse-

crate the congregation; assemble the elders; gather the 

children, even nursing infants. (Joel 2:15-16).  

    ~Thomas Dummermuth 
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GiFT – What is it? 

Growing in Faith Together 

This fall we begin a new journey of 

GiFT – Growing in Faith Together.   

Who is GiFT for? 

Singles                                                                                                       Couples                                                                                        

Moms & Dads                                                                                       Everyone                                                                                    

College students                                                                                Teenagers                                                                                       

Kids                                                                                            People with pets                                                                

Grandmas & Grandpas                                                             Empty Nesters                                                                        

Newcomers                                                                              Working people                                                                            

Retired people                                                                                                              

EVERYONE 

What are the goals of GiFT?   

Its goals are two part: 1) - create a core curriculum 

(worship, learning, and serve) of yearly themes that 

the church can focus on throughout each year, and 

2) - create a monthly intergenerational all church 

event (GiFT Sunday) to foster community across 

the generations of the congregation.  

What is GiFT Sunday and how does it look like?  

On the second Sunday each month we will all wor-

ship together as a whole congregation, followed by 

an intergenerational learning event. The GiFT Sun-

day culminates in a shared meal. 

Where did this idea come from?  

It is an Intergeneration Faith Formation committee 

project developed in collaboration with the Chris-

tian Education, Youth, and the Adult Faith For-

mation committees.  It is a concept that is being 

utilized across many churches of all sizes and de-

nominations to further strengthen their congrega-

tion’s community and faith.  

 

How will GiFT help us?   

Bringing us all together encourages greater faith in 

all generations – it helps create special relation-

ships between ages.  It promotes the understand-

ing of shared values from one generation to the 

other.  Having one theme for the year helps us fo-

cus our teachings, studies, sermons, speakers, and 

missions all around a common thread.   

When are we starting GiFT?   

This fall! Our first GiFT Sunday will be on September 

11th.   Our yearly theme for the first year is Service 

& Justice.   

Triennium 

We have 15 youth participating in the Presbyteri-

an Youth Triennium this summer as part of the 

Homestead Delegation. This conference will be 

from July 19-23.  On July 17th we will be commis-

sioning out entire group at the 10:30 service. 

Please come and be a part of the commissioning 

of the Eastridge participants of the Homestead 

delegation to Triennium. Our Eastridge delega-

tion includes: Mason Todd, Barry Stelk, Avery 

Hemmerling, Gina Fast, Haley Fast, Aaron Janike, 

Madison Kohel, Josh Kohel, John Loudon, Kris-

ten Loudon, Cassie Nash, Jasmyn Nash, Jerry 

Nash, Abbi Rouse, Lexi Rouse, and Devin Woods. 
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Our Summer Sermon Series: Favorite Bible 

Passages! This summer, join us as each week we explore a 

favorite Bible passage of a Ruling Elder currently serving on 

our church Session (Board)!  Summer Sermon Series (to date):  

June 5: Matthew 7:7&8 Chosen by: Merle 

Faubel. Committee:  Budget and Stewardship. 

Member since:1994.  “I debated on using 

these verses, but it has always been im-

portant to me. I'm afraid it is more self-

motivator than spiritual. But I think it’s important to know 

that things do not come easily for everyone.  I think it 

means that we have to keep trying and trusting in the Lord 

that things will work out. I think it speaks to praying, plan-

ning, and putting in the necessary work into whatever you 

are trying to do. I think it speaks to having faith that it we 

keep trying, things will work out.  Sometimes things do not 

work out quite the way we had planned, but there is al-

ways a way forward.” 

June 19: 1 Corinthians 13, and Ephesians 

6:10-11, 14-17. Chosen by: Jason Anderson. 

Committee:  Nominating. Member Since: 

2002. My wife Lindsey and I had 1 Corinthi-

ans 13 read at our wedding, the whole 

thing, not just pieces…  Love is always the answer (or at 

least should be).  My favorite part of the passage is “Love 

never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and 

endures through every circumstance.” 

June 26: Ecclesiastes 3 and Jeremiah 29. 

Chosen by: Shirlette Hershiser. Committee: 

Youth. Member since: 2003. I learned at an 

early age that awful things can and will hap-

pen in life.  Things that are out of your con-

trol and that can't be changed.  I had 

planned how and when certain events would happen in my 

life and found out that life can take these choices from 

you.  So I was left with what I could control : how to act, 

respond, feel, trust and with God and His Word decided to 

choose to be happy and joyful and concentrate on the 

blessings in my life and all I had to be thankful 

for.  God’s word in the chapters of Ecclesiastes, Job and 

verse 29: 11-13 of Jeremiah helped me realize that there 

is a time for all things good and bad. Maybe I was be-

ing tested like in Job, but one thing I knew was God’s 

plan for me was one of love and blessing and not to do 

harm.  Happiness and joy are not feelings, they are 

choices we get to make. I am a broken, imperfect, sin-

ful but richly blessed child of God!  

VBS 

I want to say a huge thank you to Diann Wolfe and 

Amanda Rodell for being amazing co-directors for this 

year’s VBS. Thank you Thank you Thank you. A huge 

thank you to all of the teachers and helpers who 

stepped up and made this years VBS possible and amaz-

ing. There were 39 of you and everything went wonder-

fully.  Special thanks to Anna Meier, Randy Meier, and 

Jen Olsen for their hard work and craftiness in making 

all the decorations for the Noah theme. Thank you to 

the parents and grandparents who trusted this group 

with your little ones. Finally, thank you to the congrega-

tion for praying for our VBS and impact that it would 

have on the participants and leadership.                                      

My sincerest thanks to you all, Pastor Mason 
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  TRUSTEE UPDATE: 

The Trustees would like 

to update the congre-

gation on work con-

cerning the facilities. 

Gabel Construction has completed the south side 

landscaping. They removed the mulch and replaced 

it with a heavy duty vinyl liner with  granite and riv-

er rock placed on top. This will prevent the accumu-

lation of water which created issues in fellowship 

hall. 

The parking lot has been completed. Ayers and 

Ayers replaced several sections of sidewalk as well 

as placing a ramp and new railing on the north side 

entrance. 

The downstairs bathrooms are completed and a 

new water fountain is in place. Hopefully everyone 

has had  a chance to look at them. 

Plans are moving forward to update the fellowship 

hall due to the funds we received from the Helen 

Roeske estate. The hope is to have this completed 

by August. 

Thank you to everyone 

who helped make Vaca-

tion Bible School a suc-

cess! We appreciate all 

our volunteers, leaders, 

and the families who 

participated! Thanks to 

Rev. Mason Todd, Amanda Rodell, and Diann 

Wolfe for organizing this endeavor…your 

hard work is appreciated. We also would like 

to thank those of you who donated supplies, 

food, and those who assisted with the snacks 

and meals. 

Eastridge Presbyterian, thank you so much for 

taking care of my girls Addison & Nora this week 

at VBS. They have come home raving about the 

fun they had and the friends they have made. 

God bless you!  

Eastridge Ladies Night Out Celebrates 

their ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY!  We’ll 

meet Friday, July 29 at 6pm. Dinner or 

snacks at Lazlo’s in the Haymarket (210 N 7th Street) fol-

lowed by time at Paint Yourself Silly (701 P Street).  When we 

are done painting we can go for dessert to celebrate a year 

of fellowship, art and laughs. Please call Christi at 402-805-

4031 with any questions! 

2017 Trip to Switzerland: A Journey to 

the Homeland of the Reformation. July 

7-16, 2017 — Save the Date!If you missed the informa-

tional meeting on June 19, contact Pastor Thomas. 

Summer Choir Opportunity 

On July 10th, we would love to have you 

add your voice to our summer choir.  We 

will put together a simple song to share 

at the 9:00 AM service.  If you would like to sing, please join 

us at one or both rehearsals: Wednesday, July 6th, at 7:00 PM 

in the sanctuary and/ or Sunday morning, July 10th, at 8:15 AM 

in the choir room.  All ages and voices are welcome!                                                                                       

   ~Patty Niemann & Angie Berkebile    

Pledge/Giving Report: 

Yearly expected pledges $ 580,421 

Received as of May 31  $ 196,452 

             Should be at                $ 241,842 
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Join us the last Monday of each month at 7:00 pm in 
Huxtable Lounge for discussion and refreshments. 
Our list for 2016-2017 is here: 

September: The Girl on the Train, by Paula 
Hawkins 

October: The All-Girl Filling Sta-
tion’s Last Reunion, by Fannie 
Flagg 

 

 

November: A Man Called Ove, by Fredrik 
Backman                                                                                 

 

January: The Absolutely True 
Diary of a Part-Time Indian, 
by Sherman Alexie  

Deep Down Dark, by Hector 
Tobar 

 

February: Ordinary Grace, by William Kent 
Krueger 

 

March: The Magic Strings of 
Frankie Presto, by Mitch Albom 

 

 

April: The Language of Flowers, by 
Vanessa Diffenbaugh 

 

May: The Snow Child, by 
Eowyn Ivey 

 

 

June: Inside the O’Briens, by Lisa Genova 

CRAFT THANK YOU: Thank you to Anna Meier, 

whose creative talents produced this wonderful card-
board Noah’s Ark for Vacation Bible School. Following 
Bible School, we gave the ark to the children’s church at 
the People’s City Mission! What a great way to recycle, 
and share Anna’s talents with the community. Pictured 
here is the ark in our sanctuary. Soon we hope to share a 
photo with you of the ark in its new home! 

New Members: We welcome Dale & Erma Ruhl and 

Susan Budler to membership at Eastridge! If you are 

interested in 

membership and 

missed our class 

June 5, let the 

office know. 

Calvin Crest Summer 

Camp: If you are interested 

in going to Calvin Crest this 

summer please take a look 

at their website to find the 

camp that suits your family 

or children. If you are planning to go to camp please 

contact the office or Mason for a promotions code. 

When you enter this code during registration you will 

receive a 50% discount, but you must have the code in 

order to receive the discount. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=the+girl+on+the+train+paula+hawkins&view=detailv2&&id=E8BBDBCC8A04577B78F265EC5DD6D2E9C886A7B7&selectedIndex=0&ccid=BaE7bfEF&simid=608008245877736667&thid=OIP.M05a13b6df105106c8b6b039e7c3a9f04o0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=a+man+called+ove&view=detailv2&&id=88E6B25CB0D6D8491DBBD1B29D16BC35BD49CC99&selectedIndex=0&ccid=5BFdgGXS&simid=608015727703166676&thid=OIP.Me4115d8065d2bfe16de7d4a7dbbc68f0o0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=ordinary+grace&view=detailv2&&id=4A640D016975AF0C4BCF103A89FF2820C58940F4&selectedIndex=0&ccid=61nv8Nrk&simid=608051010863564057&thid=OIP.Meb59eff0dae435a20f0274ec4b13a6d7o0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=the+magic+strings+of+frankie+presto&view=detailv2&&id=068F56CE4F91F25C75C1F935C79C33529AACFC7D&selectedIndex=0&ccid=q4pUtYEo&simid=608033865357134041&thid=OIP.Mab8a54b58128b5fc64c48e0f75ccac88o0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=the+language+of+flowers&view=detailv2&&id=AE1CAB4725967C928BA2EEFB7A982D7E3C2048E4&selectedIndex=0&ccid=kq7qQ%2fz8&simid=608009624558898631&thid=OIP.M92aeea43fcfc856532f328a871ea486bH0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=the+snow+child&view=detailv2&&id=CD2BF758D38D146482C0FB5F3FECB2B2DF2A888F&selectedIndex=0&ccid=Eg6LMpN9&simid=608018845859774775&thid=OIP.M120e8b32937d21ada21a8bf6cebf5ce3H0
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The Gathering Place is one of EPC’s ministries. The Gathering Place is a soup kitchen that serves free evening meals to 

homeless and near-homeless individuals and families living in our community. Meals are served Monday through Friday 

from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Eastridge serves at The Gathering Place on the last Monday of 

every month. Six to eight individuals are needed for this ministry, from 4:45 until 6:00 pm. 

Please let the office know if you can help serve, or sign up at the Welcome Desk.  The Gath-

ering Place recently lost their administrator, Michael Ryan, to cancer. From a recent LJS 

article: “Ryan does just about everything to keep the Gathering Place going, from cooking 

to cleaning to repair work to fundraising.” Our condolences to his family. 

 “Love, Serve, Care”  It’s all that easy, and it’s all that hard…                        

The Nominating Committee is asking each of you to prayerfully consider how you can serve through Eastridge 
Presbyterian Church.  The Nominating Committee will soon be asking people how they will choose to serve 
and lead in the church; please be in prayerful consideration as to how you are being called to serve.   

Serving Others Leads to True Success-from Jon Gordon’s book “The Carpenter”:   “When you love, you serve, 
and when you serve, you sacrifice. Service requires a sacrifice of something. Whether it’s time, energy, mon-
ey, love, effort, or focus, serving others always costs you something, but with service and sacrifice, you gain 
so much more. We admire those who serve and sacrifice for us and others admire us for our service and sacri-
fice. There is nothing more powerful than sacrificial love. Nothing says I love you 
more than letting someone know I am willing to serve  and sacrifice for them. 
When you love and serve others you will become great in their eyes. They will know 
you love them and they will love you back. They will respect and honor you. They 
will trust you. They will tell others about you. Serving leads to true success.” 

Middle School Mission                        

Immersion: The Middle 

School Mission Trip to Kan-

sas City will be July 10-

15.  We still 

have space if 

you would 

like to attend. 

This group 

will be com-

missioned on July 10th at 

the 10:30 service, so please 

come and be a part of com-

missioning this group as 

they embark on a week of 

different daily mission op-

portunities. The group go-

ing on this include: Mason 

Todd, Cindy Nash, Maggie 

Harthroon, Maya Boden, 

Victoria McGee, 

Jerry Nash, Tre 

Nash, Maylena 

Olsen, Ana Rankin, 

Tanner Rankin, 

and Tressie Wolfe.  

CRITICAL NEED: We are in 

need of one adult male for 

this trip.  If you are willing 

and able please contact Ma-

son to let him know as soon 

as possible. 

The small group that meets 

Wednesday mornings at 10:30am in 

M12 is beginning a new study July 6: 

Self Esteem: Seeing Ourselves As 

God Sees Us by Jack Kuhatschek.  

We welcome new members; con-

tact the office if you are interested 

in joining us.  

Confirmation Retreat: The Confirmation Retreat was on 

June 10-11. In our time together we discussed big questions 

about faith, who God is, and what it means to be a follow-

er of Christ. We also ate, played, and laughed while grow-

ing closer together. Thank you to all who prayed for that 

time. Confirmation students are: Marshall 

Caddy, Josh Kohel, John Loudon, Gina Fast, 

Sydney Mitchell, Jerry Nash. 
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BISTRO Theology beginning Monday, June 27 at 7pm at Pied-

mont Bistro, located in The Shoppes at Piedmont, 1265 S.            

Cotner Blvd.  Join us for an open conversation about stuff that 

matters over a beverage. Or shorter: Faith. Drinks. Conversa-

tion. Questions. 

Bistro Theology is a gathering space for people of all faith and non-faith backgrounds to come together and respectful-

ly dialogue and question over life, spirituality, culture and society. No agenda, no catch, no debates or shouting match-

es. But a celebration of our community and how we can challenge and learn from each other.  

Of course, I'm curious to hear your questions, concerns, ideas and suggestions. Please post them below on the event 

page (on Facebook), or contact Pastor Thomas directly. 

Come join us this Summer on the last Monday each month at the Piedmont Bistro for Faith, Drinks, Discussions and 

Questions.  

"Some of the most important moments in the history of the church took place in the pub: Luther kick started the Refor-

mation over a few pints. The Church of England was started in the White Horse tavern. Hymns like ‘Love Divine, All 

Loves Excelling’ were inspired by pub music. And seemingly all the best conversations take place in the pub.  

The format is simple: beer, conversation, and God. Everything is up for discussion, no assumptions, no barriers to entry. 

If you are going to get upset because someone questions something that is important to you maybe this isn’t for you, 

but if you think that whatever might be true ought to be able to stand up to being questioned, maybe it is." 

(From the invitation of Church on the Corner, an Anglican church in London -- one of the first to offer what they call 'Pub 

Theology') 

For more info, contact Thomas Dummermuth (tdummermuth@eastridge.org.) 

I wanted to talk to you today about the church financials.  If you pledged last fall and are not current in that 
planned giving please consider bringing it current.  If you did not pledge last fall, that’s ok.  I would like to ask 
that you consider offering your financial support to the church.  I also wanted to talk to you about the endow-
ment that Helen Roeske left to EPC.  It was a VERY generous gift!  As we discussed at the annual meeting, the 
Memorial and Endowments committee has broken it up into 5 areas (The Roeske Mission Fund, The Roeske 
Legacy Fund, The Roeske Technology Fund, The Roeske Scholarship Fund, and The Roeske Fellowship Hall).  
However, none of those 5 areas are day to day operational expense areas.  We still need your financial sup-
port to pay for things such as staff salaries, and the electric bill.  Just like at home the church has monthly bills 
that must be paid on time. 

Eastridge is a great church!  One that I am proud to say I am a member of.  I am 
challenging you today to help Eastridge continue to be the great church it is 
with your financial support. 

Brian Moock 

Chair, Budget & Stewardship Committee 
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 1 

  

  

2 

  

3 
9:00am Worship 

10:30am Worship 

 

  

  

                          

 

4     

 

  

5 
9:30am Staff                      

4:00 pm Outreach 

Committee                       

7:00pm Worship Team   

  

                                   

  

6  
10:30am Small Group 

  

 

 

 

7 

5:00pm Personnel 

Committee     
         

                

                  

 

8 

4:00pm wedding 

rehearsal 

 

 

9 

3:30 pm Wedding 

10 
 9:00am Worship 

10:30am Worship 

Youth leave for Middle 
School Mission Immer-
sion trip to KC  

 

  

  

 

11 

7:00pm Fellowship   

7:00pm Music & 

Worship Committee     

12 

9:30am Staff          

5:00pm Stephen Leaders                              

7:00pm Worship Team  

7:00pm Stephen Ministry 
  

 

13 
10:30am Small Group 

                             

  

 
  

14 

6:00pm Youth       

Committee     

6:30 pm Deacons  

7:00pm CE Committee 

  

 

15 

 

 

16 

  

17 
9:00am Worship 

10:30am Worship 

 

                  

  

  

18 

 

 

 

 

  

19              
9:30am Staff                         

7:00pm Worship Team    

Youth leave for      

Triennium event 

 

20 
10:30am Small Group 
Study 

 

 

 

 

21 

5:30pm Trustees 

Meeting   

6:30 pm Session 

Meeting                               

 

  

22 

Wedding (Zion 
couple) 

23 

   

24/31 
9:00am Worship          

10:30am Worship                

  

  

 

25 

 

 

 

26 
9:30am Staff                      

 1:00pm Newsletter 

Assembly Group      

7:00pm Worship Team    

27 
10:30am Small Group 
Study 

28 

         

 

  

29 

6:00pm Ladies 

Night Out 

7:00pm Bridge 

Group 

 

30 
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